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wages for labourers in different districts; and to regulate
their hours of labour; and were, moreover, to be armed
with the power of compulsory purchase at a fair price in
order to provide allotments and small holdings.   Farmers
given notice to quit were to be allowed to appeal to the
Commissioners, who could award them compensation for
disturbance of goodwill, if they were of the opinion that
the eviction had been capricious or unfair.   The small
fanner was to have the right of having his rent revised by
the Commissioners; and the large fanner of appealing to
them against the raising of his rent, or even- in case of severe
economic depression, in favour of having it lowered.   A
complete survey was to be made of all the land of the country,
and special provision made for rural housing.   TTiese pro-
posals were laid before the Cabinet, and in substance
accepted as the Government policy*   It was assumed that
Lloyd George would be a willing missionary on their
behalf, and that the greater part of the year 1914 in
Parliament would be devoted to them.
What the fete of the Land Policy would have been had
the Great War not driven it off the political stage no man
can telL In themselves the proposals were excellent;
nevertheless they certainly lacked popular appeal. In-
dustrial workers regarded them coldly, for the town dweller
has never quite succeeded in bringing himself to regard his
agricultural brother as a real comrade. Nor were middle-
class Liberals enthusiastic* As for the Conservatives,
they attacked the proposals with something of the ferocity
with which they had assailed the Budget* Again Lloyd
George became the target at which the most indiscriminate
abuse was directed* The proposals were painted by
their opponents as a definite step on the downward
slope towards land nationalisation. Most of all were the
Chancellor's denunciations of Game Laws and spot